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Seniors, 

 

/ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƘŜǊŜΚ  5ƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳ ƭƛƪŜ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƘƛƎƘ school?  I am sure that I am 

not the first to tell you this, but graduation day will be here before you know it; so, enjoy this year and treasure every 

moment! 

 

With your future right around the corner, some of you probably have anxieties about what the future holds for you and 

how you are going to make your dreams come true.  Take a deep breath because I am here to help you with all of that.  

 

This packet has some basic information for you to use; so, you can start looking through it and making plans.  Of course, if 

ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǊ ƴŜŜŘ ƘŜƭǇΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǎŜŜ ƳŜΗ  ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƭƻƴŜΗ  LŦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ 

questions, I will search high and low and seek out those that do have the answers you seek. 

 

I will be sending out a lot of information throughout the year. Be sure to regularly check your emails, Remind texts, the ND 

High School Counselor page, and the counselor webpage for scholarship and important information.  I would also like to 

ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎκƎǳŀǊŘƛŀƴΩǎ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ for my Remind messaging as well as provide me with their email information.  I 

have found parents/guardians to be more proactive and encouraging when it comes to completing scholarship 

applications. To help with organizing your scholarship applications, I have found the best way to organize your scholarships 

is to get a binder with month tabs and put scholarship applications behind the month they are due.  The key is to stay 

organized! 

 

 Please keep in mind that it is very important I have a way to quickly communicate with you to remind you have deadlines 

and opportunities.  On that note, if you have a quick question or are having trouble getting in to see me (which I have an 

appointment scheduler online for you to choose a time that works best for you) send me a quick email.  I will answer your 

question via email or track you down.  My email is twhitworth@ndisd.org. 

 

Next, remember, you will have two college days that you can take this year.  You will need to turn in a college day 

permission form which are located in this packet.  If you lose yours, you may see Mrs. Roberts.  The upper part of the 

form must be turned into front office in advance, and you will have to have the college rep to complete the bottom 

part in order to be excused.  On these days, you will be responsible for any missed work. 

 

If you need a transcript, please let me know.  Your transcript will be ready for you to pick up or will be mailed in 1-3 

days. 
 

Finally, I hope you have an AMAZING year!! Let me know if you need anything.   

 

God Bless, 

Tonya Whitworth  

New Diana High School Counselor 

 

 

mailto:twhitworth@ndisd.org
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GETTING STARTED THIS FALL 

 

_____ Make sure you are in the right high school courses to graduate, have all of the courses to meet your  

endorsement & keep your grades up. :o) 
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_____This week, establish a professional (grown up) email address. You will use this address often for all of   

your post-secondary journey. Donôt use your school email address because it will be deactivated after  

          you graduate. 

 

_____This week, it will be very advantageous for both students and parents to sign up for one or both of the  

counselor message lists to receive information about scholarships, testing deadlines and other important 

information. 

Email: twhitworth@ndisd.org (Please donôt forget to add your full name, so I will know who you are.)  

Text: Remind-(Seniors) text @c87992 to 81010 or go to rmd.at/c87992 

 

_____This week, clean up your social networking sites (Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, etc.) According to  

research, one in four colleges said admissions recruiters (and employers) look at prospective studentsô social 

networking accounts.  You should also tighten privacy setting; however, this does not guarantee your privacy.  

Therefore, do not post anything you would not want everyone to see.  

 

_____All year, keep testing to raise scores! Take ACT/SAT/TSI as needed. 

 

_____Soon, visit www.goingmerry.com and other sites for scholarship searches. 

 

_____By the end of October, complete college admission applications. Apply to at least three different  

           institutions.  Remember, if you donôt apply now, but then decide to attend a school next fall, you may  

not get a deserving scholarship.  Also, some institutions award scholarships very early; so, apply and  

accept scholarships now. You wonôt be obligated to go there unless using ñearly decisionò which is uncommon. 

 

_____By the end of October, create a student resume which is required for many scholarship applications.  

          Goingmerry.com will allow you to upload your resume (and essays) once and use it for all applications.  

Include honors/awards you have received in academics, athletics and civic organizations.  Also, be  

sure to include leadership roles, extracurricular activities and work experience. (See sample in this  

guide.) 

 

_____By the end of October, gather letters of recommendation. (Use request form in this guide.) 

 

_____Males, within a few months of turning 18, register online with the Selective Service. (www.sss.gov) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior Checklist 

 

August  

[ ] Narrow your college list. 

mailto:twhitworth@ndisd.org
http://www.goingmerry.com/
http://www.sss.gov/
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[ ] Continue requesting needed applications and admissions information. 

[ ] Go to www.applytexas.org for the Texas Common Application. 

[ ] See Mrs. Whitworth for SAT/ACT registration bulletins. 

[ ] If you are planning on participating in college sports, make sure you have signed up with NCAA or  

    NAIA. Check with the college you plan on attending to see which organization it belongs. Register   

    at  www.elgibitycenter.org and send SAT/ACT scores to NCAA or NAIA Clearinghouses. 
 

September 

[ ] Mark all deadlines for test registration and application dates 

[ ] Begin asking teachers, counselors, and employees for letters of recommendation (USE THE  

    INCLUDED FORM). 

[ ] Work on college essays (see example in packet).  Be thinking of someone to proofread your  

    essays upon completion. 

[ ] Visit colleges 

[ ] Complete a scholarship search. 

[ ] Create a master list or calendar that includes: 

o Tests youôll take and their fees, dates, and registration deadlines 

o College application due dates 

o Required financial aid application forms and their deadlines. 
 

October 

[ ] Submit your FAFSA (financial aid) application online (www.fafsa.gov) (Available October 1) 

[ ] Take the SAT and/or ACT if you havenôt already or just want to improve your score. 

[ ] Go to the websites for of those colleges on your ñapply list.ò  Make sure you are aware of all  

    deadlines for admissions and scholarships and have ordered transcripts. 

[ ] Make sure you request your transcript and shot records to be sent to colleges. 

[ ] Continue scholarship searches. 
  

November 

[ ] Take the SAT or ACT if you havenôt done so. 

[ ] Attend College Night at the Maude Convention Center (Longview). 

[ ] Visit colleges. 

[ ] Continue applying for scholarships! Too many scholarships go unclaimed!  

 

December 

[ ] Finalize college applications. 

[ ] Take the SAT or ACT again if you are dissatisfied with your scores.  

[ ] Apply for outside funding or scholarships. 

 

 

January 

[ ] If your university requires mid-year reports, get these forms to your counselor ASAP! 

[ ] Donôt fall prey to ñSenioritis!ò Colleges will ask for final grades; so, it is not over! Colleges can  

    refuse your admission if grades are not acceptable. 

[ ] Apply for scholarships!  Be sure to watch for deadlines and your email or Remind for new scholarship  

http://www.applytexas.org/
http://www.elgibitycenter.org/
http://www.fafsa.gov/
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    opportunities. 

 

February 

[ ] Mid-year reports due to colleges that require them. 

[ ] Plan to get your meningitis shot if you havenôt already. This is required before you can register for  

    classes or sign up for on-campus housing. 

[ ] Check that all schools have received all materials, applications, test scores, financial aid forms, etc. 

[ ] Keep copies of all forms submitted with date. 

[ ] Watch for new scholarships and continue searching. 

 

March 

[ ] If colleges request additional information, get it to them ASAP! 

[ ] Take a breather and enjoy spring break! 

 

April 

[ ] Take/Retake the TSI, if necessary. 

[ ] Watch the mail and email for college acceptance and financial aid award letters.  

[ ] Once you have made your college choice, be sure to decline offers from other colleges. 

[ ] Watch for important deadlines for housing and financial aid applications. 

 

May 

[ ] Notify colleges of your decision. 

[ ] If you were ñwait-listedò by a college and intend to enroll if accepted, call, visit or write to the  

    admissions director to see how to strengthen your application. 

[ ] Request final transcript to be sent to your college of choice. 

 

GRADUATION! CONGRATS!!  

 
 

 

 

 

 

TESTING 
New Diana High School Testing Code:  441994 
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A standardized test is required or recommended by most colleges as part of the admission process and 

often one of the most important requirements for receiving scholarships. Overall, the higher you score on the 

SAT and/or ACT, the more options for attending and paying for college will be available to you. 

 

The ACT  

A score of 19 or higher must be earned in English, Math, and Reading or students must take developmental 

courses in college.  The cost  

 

Test Date   Registration Deadline (Late Fee Required)   Scores Available 

September 12, 2020 August 14, 2020  August 15-28, 2020   September 22 
October 24, 2020  September 18, 2020 September 19-October 2, 2020 November 3 
December 12, 2020  November 6, 2020  November 7-20, 2020  December 22 
February 6, 2021  January 8, 2021  January 09-15, 2021  February 16 
April 17, 2020  March 12, 2021  March 13-26, 2021   April 27 
June 12, 2021  May 7, 2020   May 8-21, 2021   June 22 
July 17, 2021*  June 18, 2021  June 19-25, 2021   July 27 

2020-2021 The Act Fees 

The ACT (No writing) $55. This includes reports for you, your high school, and up to four  

colleges (if codes are provided when you register). 

 

The ACT (with writing)  $70. This includes reports for you, your high school, and up to four  

colleges (if codes are provided when you register). 

 

Test Option Change  $15. The writing test fee is refundable on written request if you are absent  

on test day or switch to ACT (no writing) before testing begins. 

 

Test Information Release $22.  You can request a copy of you test questions and answers. 

 

For juniors and seniors that receive free/reduced lunches, the registration fee for up to two ACT tests, with 

or without the optional writing test for National testing, is covered! Therefore, you do not have to pay 

anything to take the ACT!  

 

ACT Length  2hrs, 55 minutes (plus 40 minutes if taking ACT with writing) 

 
ACT Sections  English                                                                                            Max. Score          36 

Math                                                                                                Avg. Score          21 
Reading 
Science 
Writing (optional) 

2020-2021 SAT Test Dates, Deadlines and Test Release Dates 

 

The SAT is an entrance exam used by most colleges and universities to make admissions decisions. The 

SAT is a multiple-choice, pencil-and-paper test created and administered by the College Board.   
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The purpose of the SAT is to measure a high school student's readiness for college, and provide colleges 

with one common data point that can be used to compare all applicants.  

Test Date Registration 
Deadline 

Late Registration Deadline for 
Changes 

Scores Available 

August 29 July 31 August 11 (Mailed) 

August 18 (Online) 

August 18, 2020 September 21 

September 26 
 

August 26 September 15 (Online 
or phone only) 

September 15 October 9 

October 3 September 4 September 15 (mailed) 
September 22 (online) 

September 22 October 16 

November 7 October 7 October 20 (Mailed) 
October 27 (Online) 

October 27 November 20 

December 5 November 5 November 17 (Mailed) 
November 24 (Online) 

November 24 
 

December 18 

March 13 February 12 February 23 (Mailed) 
March 2 (Online) 

March 2 
 

March 26 

May 8 April 81 April 20 (Mailed) 
April 27 (Online) 

April 27 May 21 

June 5 May 6 May 18 (Mailed) 
May 26 (Online) 

May 26 July 14 

 

The SAT Fees:       Additional Fees: 

SAT (No Essay)   $49.50 (fee waiver is available) Register by phone  $15.00  

SAT (with Essay)  $64.50 (fee waiver is available) Late Fee   $30 

         Change Fee   $30   

    

         

SAT Length                  3 hours (plus 50 minutes if taking option essay)      
 
SAT Sections               Math 
                                     Evidence-Based Reading and Writing 
                                     Essay (optional) 
 
Highest SAT Score      1600                                                 Average SAT Score              1060 
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SAT or ACT? Do you know which test is right for you? Colleges accept both tests equally. 
 

 ACT SAT 

Total Time 2 hrs 55 mins without Writing 

3 hrs 35 mins with Writing 

3 hrs without Essay 

3 hrs 50 mins with Essay 

Order of 

Sections 

1. English 

2. Math 

3. Reading 

4. Science 

5. Writing (optional) 

1. Reading 

2. Writing and Language 

3. Math No Calculator 

4. Math Calculator 

5. Essay (optional) 

Time Per 

Section 

English: 45 mins 

Math: 60 mins 

Reading: 35 mins 

Science: 35 mins 

Writing (optional): 40 mins 

Reading: 65 mins 

Writing and Language: 35 mins 

Math No Calculator: 25 mins 

Math Calculator: 55 mins 

Essay (optional): 50 mins 

# of 

Questions 

English: 75 questions 

Math: 60 questions 

Reading: 40 questions 

Science: 40 questions 

Writing (optional): 1 essay 

Reading: 52 questions 

Writing and Language: 44 questions 

Math No Calculator: 20 questions 

Math Calculator: 38 questions 

Essay (optional): 1 essay 

Scoring Total score range: 1-36 
Each section uses a scale of 1-36. 
Your total score is the average of 
your four section scores. 
 
The optional Writing section uses 
a scale of 2-12 and does not count 
toward your final score. 

Total score range: 400-1600 
The Evidence-Based Reading and Writing (EBRW) 
and Math sections each use a scale of 200-800 and 
are combined for a total score. 
 
The optional Essay uses three separate scales of 1-8 
and does not count toward your final score. 

Who 
Accepts 
Scores? 

Accepted by all colleges and 
universities in the US 

Accepted by all colleges and universities in the US 

2020-2021 
Fees 

ACT (no writing)                $55 
ACT (with writing)            $70 

SAT (no writing)                       $52 
SAT (with writing)                    $68 

Optional 
Reports 

Test option change           $15 
Late registration               $35 
Standby testing                 $56 
Change Fee                        $35 
Additional score reports  $13 
Test info. Release              $22 

Register by phone               $15 
Change fee                           $30 
Late registration                  $30 
Waitlist fee                           $53 
Additional score reports    $12 
SAT question & answers    $18 
*More options available at www.collegeboard.org 

 

 

https://blog.prepscholar.com/how-is-the-act-scored
https://blog.prepscholar.com/act-writing-rubric-analysis-essay-strategies?__hstc=233546881.8b3d41fefb9317d85f7e86dab762efe4.1534724201957.1559456914521.1559581738063.152&__hssc=233546881.2.1559581738063&__hsfp=39051515
https://blog.prepscholar.com/sat-score-range
https://blog.prepscholar.com/sat-essay-rubric-full-analysis-writing-strategies
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/help.html
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/help.html
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6 

SAT vs. ACT SCORE RANGES 

 SAT ACT 

Top Scores 
These scores put students in the 
top 10% of all test takers 

Evidence-Based Reading and 
Writing: 660-800 
 
Math: 680-800 

English:  29-36 
Math: 28-36 
Reading: 30-36 
Science: 27-36 
Composite: 28-36 

Competitive Scores 
These scores put students in the 
top 25% of all test takers. 

Evidence-Based Reading and 
Writing: 590-650 
 
Math: 610-670 

English:  24-28 
Math: 24-27 
Reading: 25-29 
Science: 24-26 
Composite: 24-27 

Good Scores 
These scores put students in the 
top half of test takers, but wonôt be 
as advantageous. 

Evidence-Based Reading and 
Writing: 510-580 
 
Math: 520-600 

English:  20-23 
Math: 20-23 
Reading: 21-28 
Science: 21-25 
Composite: 20-16 

Below Average Scores 
These scores put students below 
average compared to the testing 
population. 

Evidence-Based Reading and 
Writing: 500 or lower 
 
Math: 510 or lower 

English:  19 or lower 
Math: 19 or lower 
Reading: 20 or lower 
Science: 20 or lower 
Composite: 19 

Some colleges will superscore. Superscoring is the process by which colleges consider your highest section 

scores across all the dates you took the SAT. Rather than confining your scores to one particular date, these 

schools will take your highest section scores, forming the highest possible composite score. Make sure you 

ask. 
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PLAYING SPORTS IN COLLEGE? 

NCAA Information 

Athletes who plan to participate in college athletics must register with the clearinghouse at the end of their junior 

year.  There is a fee to register.  NOTICE: Students must have their ACT scores sent directly to the Eligibility 

Center, using code 9999.  Visit www.eligibilitycenter.org . 

 

NAIA Information 

Athletes who plan to participate in an NAIA school must register with the NAIA clearinghouse at the end of their 

junior year. Conversely, the NAIA consists of 300 schools and 13 sports. The NAIA is a smaller association than 

the NCAA, with just over 60,000 students. It includes two divisions (Division I and II) and Division I in the NAIA is 

comparable to Division II in the NCAA. Over 90% of schools in the NAIA offer scholarships, and NAIA athletes 

receive an average of $7,000 of financial aid. There is a fee to register. https://play.mynaia.org/high-schools/ 

 

COLLEGE APPLICATIONS 

When do I apply? 

Start completing applications after Jr. year-the sooner the better!  Apply to at least 3 colleges/universities.  

Scholarship deadlines are early; so, be sure to apply to any institution where there is a chance you will 

attend in the fall.  Some colleges/universities have also been known to deplete their scholarship funds early. 

 

How do I apply? 

Apply online. Have some basic information easily available such as your SS#, GPA, ACT/SAT score.  Be 

prepared to enter a college major and pay an application fee, if required.  Contact Mrs. Whitworth to have 

your transcript, placement test scores (ACT/SAT/TSI) and shot records sent to each school. 

 

Which application do I complete? 

Colleges and universities often have more than one application type.  You need to complete the 

undergraduate admission application as a first time freshman (even if you have taken concurrent credit 

courses). 

 

Should I wait until I take another ACT/SAT before I apply to colleges? 

NO! Apply now if you meet requirements. DO NOT WAIT! 

 

How do I apply for scholarships? 

For many college/universities, the application for admission is also the application for institutional 

scholarships.  Check with your specific college/university to see if you need to complete a separate 

scholarship application.  Also, search for private scholarships. 

 

Is anything else required? 

Check with your college.  Most require an application, placement test scores, transcript and shot records.  

However, some may require essays, teacher recommendations, student resumes or interviews. 

 

http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/
https://play.mynaia.org/high-schools/
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What do colleges consider when looking at a student profile? 

Typical Primary Factors:  1. Quality/Rigor of academic courses 

     2. Academic performance/grades 

     3. Test scores (ACT, SAT, AP) 

 

Typical Additional Factors:  1. Extracurricular/Leadership activities 

     2. Essay(s) 

     3. Letters of recommendation 

 

BE AWARE OF DEADLINES!  A late or incomplete application may automatically disqualify you. 

 

 

The Dreaded Essay 
Now that you have filled out your college application, you may be asked to write the dreaded essay!  You have put off 

writing the essay to the very end, and here you sit, trying to figure out how to answer the question or respond to the 

promptðyour mind as blank as the page in front of you.  Unfortunately, the essay is the reason many scholarship 

applications never are completed, and also poorly written essays are the reason schools toss many entrance 

applications aside. 

 

Here are some tips that may help you put together a winning essay that will help you stand out from the crowd.  Before 

you start, keep in mind that many college application and scholarship essays are very similar. Instead of trying to re-

invent the wheel every time you have an application to complete, save a copy of your first essay, and you can cut and 

paste or alter it to fit each additional essay that you need to submit.  The following ñoutlineò is specific but can be 

tweaked to meet specific criteria for each essay required. 

 

As youôve probably been told by every English teacher that youôve had, the first step is to brainstorm or pre-write.  

Briefly make notes about the following things: your family, your life purpose/dreams/goals, one obstacle you have 

encountered in life and how it has made you stronger, and your community service activities.  

 

Next, sit down and write a rough draft.  When you start the essay, try to catch the attention and interest of the reader.  

You can describe an engaging scene, ask a question, or state a fact or quote youôve heard from someone influential in 

your life.  NEVER start an essay with, ñHello, my name is ________.ò 

 

In the first body paragraph, briefly describe your family and be sure to include any special circumstances such as: 

single parent home, illness, death, disability of a family member, etc. In the second body paragraph, explain an 

obstacle that you have faced and tell how you were able to overcome it.  What character qualities have you learned as 

a result of that obstacle?  How has it made you a better person?  The third body paragraph can be about your service 

activities in which you have participated.  What was your commitment?  Relate a personal story about the experience 

and explain your role in the project.  The last body paragraph should be about your life purpose, dreams and career 

goals.  What are you dreams for the future?  What do you want to study?  Explain why you have chosen the field you 

have. 

 

Finally, you need to write a solid conclusion for the essay.  If the essay is for a scholarship, briefly state why you need 

the scholarship money. If the essay is for college admission, briefly explain why you wish to attend that particular 

school. You can also include a sentence about special circumstances that will affect your financial need or desire to 

attend the specific college.  The last paragraph should show determination in reaching your goals. 
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Some Pointers for Writing the Essay 
 

Essays should demonstrate the studentôs  

¶ Quality of thinking 

¶ Openness to ideas 

¶ Unique way of expressing ideas 

¶ Questioning nature 

¶ Learning from literature 

¶ Leadership 

¶ Motivation 

¶ Maturity level and self-awareness 

¶ Uniqueness from others 
 

Essays should NOT be 

¶ Bizarre 

¶ Full of excuses for grades (the counselorôs recommendation can explain low grades, if needed) 

¶ Over two or three pages 

¶ An SAT/ACT vocabulary listðdonôt try to impress; just be yourself. 

¶ A place for typos or writing errorsðPROOFREAD, donôt just spell check!  Get someone else to read the essay 

before you send it! 
 

Miscellaneous Points 

¶ If allowed, always type, print and attach the essay rather than handwriting it. 

¶ Follow directions carefullyðif the directions ask for ONE essay, answer only ONE essay! 

¶ If there is an optional essay, WRITE IT!  The college/scholarship committee is always looking for students who 

go above and beyond just what is required. 

¶ Keep copies of everything you mail to a college/scholarship committee. 

¶ Save essays on your computer for future reference/use. 
 

Example of a short answer essay: 

 

Prompt: Describe the environment in which you grew up and how it has shaped your personal goals. 

 

      I grew up in a brick house on Nottingham Drive, a place with old furniture and young faces, with small rooms that never 

seemed empty. I grew up with my pointy nose buried in books, wearing stretch pants and bows and listening to my fatherôs 

new songs on the guitar. I sat at a dinner table as girlish voices made fun of that pointy nose along with my big ears, and I 

finally learned to laugh about them. I grew up with a big-nosed father who always had a joke on his tongue and a mother 

who always had an answer. I heard that as long as I worked hard enough, I could do anything.  

     I grew up eating fresh tomatoes from my grandpaôs garden and later saw that same garden overrun with weeds. I grew 

up during summers at the lake, with cousins who couldnôt read until fourth grade and could break every object in sight. I 

watched at a distance as relatives struggled through life, searching for paths to independence. I heard stories from the 

adultsô fold-out table, of women abandoned by the men whom they had depended on. Somewhere amongst those stories, I 

made up my mind not to make their same mistakes. 

      I grew up with a determination to make something of myself, to stand apart from the crowd. I listened to seemingly 

endless stories about the Depression, wars, and old friends. I wondered if I would ever get a chance to tell my stories. I 

wondered what type of stories I would have to tell. I began to understand that I have a choice. I can choose the stories that I 

want to tell.  

     I can choose whether or not I repeat othersô mistakes. And I can choose what I make of myself. As to how I make these 

choices, Iôm sure that all I have to do is remember the stories from when I grew up. 
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College Admissions Resume 

Recently, colleges have become more interested in seeing student resumes as part of the overall application package. College 

applicants should provide a college admissions resume along with their traditional application materials. In this article, we will 

explain what a college admissions resume is, what to include in it, how to write one, tips, a template and an example. 

 

What is a college admissions resume? 

A college admissions resume is a document describing a student's academic and job-related skills and experiences. It 
is included as a part of the student's overall college admissions application. The purpose of a college admissions 
resume is to demonstrate to the college that the applicant is capable of academic success by providing an overview of 
the student's academic and job-related history. 

Unlike a job-seeking resume, a college admissions resume should focus on academics rather than past jobs. If the 
student has held a job or jobs, they should list them, but the bulk of the resume will describe academic achievements 
and school-related activities. 

Items to include in a college admissions resume 

College admissions resumes should include these elements and follow this structure: 

Elements 

¶ Grades 
¶ Past jobs 
¶ Awards 
¶ Academic activities 
¶ Extracurricular activities 
¶ Community service and volunteering 
¶ Special skills 
¶ Test scores 

Structure 

¶ Heading 
¶ Academics 
¶ Activities (academic and extracurricular) 
¶ Jobs 
¶ Volunteering 
¶ Skills 
¶ Awards and accolades 

How to write a college admissions resume 

Use the following steps to write your college admissions resume: 

1. Create a template 
2. Research the college 
3. Gather information 
4. Add titles and dates 
5. Fill in action-oriented bullets 
6. Revise your resume 

7. Find a proofreader 
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1. Create a template 

Begin by outlining the categories in which you want to provide information. Include things like academics, past jobs, 
skills, volunteering, etc. Leave space below each category so you can insert your achievements in each category. If 
you need help constructing a template, we offer an example below. 

2. Research the college 

Some colleges may require or request special information in your resume. For example, a performing arts college may 
want a list of recent roles and performances. Make sure you know what special information you need to include in your 
resume. 

3. Gather information 

Look at your template with the list of categories from step one. Identify the information you want to include about 
yourself in each area. List information in descending order. For example, in your jobs section, list your current job first, 
the job you held before that under your current job, etc. 

4. Add titles and dates 

Add necessary titles and dates to your list items from step three. For example, if you worked at a fast-food restaurant 
after school for several years, list your job title and the specific years of work. 

5. Fill in action-oriented bullets 

Add action-oriented bullets to explain what you did in jobs, academic activities, extracurricular activities and volunteer 
work. These should be concise but clear. 

6. Revise your resume 

Read through all the information you have included. Make sure your resume is no longer than one page. If it is, 
remove some information or revise and shorten your action-oriented bullets. 

7. Find a proofreader 

Ask a knowledgeable adult, like a parent or teacher, to review your resume for content and format. Fix any errors they 
might discover. 

Tips 

Keep the following tips in mind as you write your college admissions resume: 

¶ Tailor your resume: Each college you apply for may ask for slightly different information on your resume. Tailor 
your resume to reflect the college for which you are applying. 

¶ Be concise: Keep your resume to one page in length. You will provide other application documents in which 
you can give long-form information about yourself. Your resume is an overview. 

¶ Be honest: Only include accurate information on your resume. Avoid embellishment or including information 
that is not true. 

¶ Proofread: Review your college admissions resume before submission. Make sure it is grammatically correct 
and that all necessary information is included. 

¶ Avoid social media: Do not include links to your social media presence unless it is for a job-specific social 
media site or created specifically for college admissions purposes. 

Example 

There is one example on the following page you may use to structure a college admissions resume. 
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IMMA COOL STUDENT 

123 Rogers StreetðBliss, Texas 75640 
903-867-5309 

immastudent@mymail.com 

 

EDUCATION: 

New Diana High School 

11826 TX-154 

Diana, TX 75640 

¶ -Anticipated Graduation: May 25, 2021 

¶ -Cumulative GPA: 3.7 on a 4.0 scale unweighted 

¶ -Cumulative Rank: 28 of 375 students 

¶ -ACT Composite: 25 

¶ -Graduate with Honors 

 

ACTIVITIES, HONORS, AWARDS: 

Harp County Volunteer of the Year Award: 2020 

Completed the most volunteer hours in a class of 500 with 75 service hours 

National Honor Society: 2018-2020 

Junior Varsity Volleyball: 2018; Varsity Volleyball: 2019-2020 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE: 

Harp Summer Sports Camp: Volleyball Instructor: 2020 

Instructed students K-5 in the fundamentals of volleyball 

Harp County Animal Shelter: 2018-2020 

Peru Mission Trip: 2019 

Gave food and clothes, rebuilt homes and taught English to adult students 

 

WORK EXPERIENCE: 

Hostess at Bliss Bites 2020 

Worked in a timely manner under pressure and developed organizational skills 

 

HOBBIES/INTERESTS: 

Travel (Peru 2019; Spain 2019) 

Photography 

SKILLS: 

Photography 

 

COLLEGE ADMISSIONS TERMINOLOGY 
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Early Decision 

Early Decision requires you to commit to a college or university at the time of application that, if admitted, you will 

enroll. Once admitted under Early Decision, a nonrefundable deposit will be required. You may apply to other colleges 

but may have only one Early Decision application pending at any time. Colleges have very strict rules about applying 

early decision. We strongly encourage you to meet with your counselor prior to applying Early Decision.  

Commitment: Binding 

 

Early Action 

Early Action permits you to apply to a college or university of your choice and receive a decision early in the senior 

year, well in advance of the normal spring response dates. You are not committed to attend and may apply to other 

colleges. You are not required to make a commitment before May 1. Commitment: Non-Binding 

 

Regular Decision 

Regular Decision is a plan in which institutions review most of their applications before notifying the majority of 

candidates of their admission. In this process, colleges set a deadline for completing applications and will respond to 

completed applications by a specified date. You will not be required to make a decision regarding enrolling before May 

1.  (Commitment is Non-Binding) 

 

Rolling Admission- Institutions review applications as they are submitted and render admission decisions throughout 

the admission cycle (usually within 2-3 weeks). Commitment: Non-Binding 

 

Regular Decision (Traditional Admissions)-Students submit an application by a specified date and receive a decision 

in a clearly stated period of time.  Students must respond back to the college by May 1. Commitment: Non-Binding 

 

Restricted Early Action (REA)- Students apply to an institution of preference and receive a decision early.  They may 

be restricted from applying ED, EA or REA to other institutions.  If offered enrollment, they have until May 1 to confirm.  

Very few schools use this. Commitment: Non-Binding 

 

Wait List 

Wait List is a term used by institutions to describe a process in which they may initially delay offering or denying you 

admission, but rather extends to you the possibility of admission in the future. Colleges offer admission to wait list 

candidates if insufficient numbers of regularly admitted candidates accept their offers of admission. Please refer to the 

Statement of Studentsô Rights and Responsibilities for the rights, which you are assured if placed on a wait list.  

 

A wait list does not guarantee admissions; therefore, you would also need to strongly consider acceptances from other 

institutions. 

 

Should you apply under an Early Decision Program? 

Ideal candidates for Early Decision should fit both of these profiles:  

¶ You have researched colleges extensively (visited at least 3 or 4) and are absolutely sure that College X is 

your first choice. If you are accepted under an Early Decision program, you have committed yourself to 

attending that college and must withdraw all other applications.  

¶ You meet or exceed the admissions profile of students at College X (i.e., you SAT scores, GPA, and class rank 

should be comparable to students at College X.) You should have completed one round of the SAT Reasoning 

Test and SAT Subject Tests by October of your senior year. Some colleges, however, will accept November 

test scores if the scores are rushed to the admissions office. You have an academic record that has been 

consistently solid over time.           
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What are the advantages of Early Decision programs? 

¶ Your application is reviewed early and you receive notification of your admission status by December 15. 

¶ If you are accepted, you avoid having to complete other applications.  

¶ Your application is reviewed against a smaller applicant pool. (However, it is usually a much stronger pool 

than the group of candidate for regular admissions.) 

 

What are the disadvantages of Early Decision programs?  

¶ You could be rejected early.  

¶ In April, when other students receive their acceptances, you may end up wondering, ñCould I have been 

accepted to Y University?ò   

¶ You might change your mind, but you are bound by contract to attend College X. 

 

What are some of the mistakes students make in choosing to apply for Early Decision?  

¶ Applying to a college for Early Decision when they have not researched/visited any other colleges   

¶ Applying early to a college just to avoid the paperwork and stress.   

¶ Applying early because a friend is doing so 

 

College Counseling Sourcebook 2015, Copyright 2015 by College Entrance Examination Board. All rights reserved. 

Permission granted to copy this for educational purposes. 

 

AUTOMATIC TOP 10% ADMISSONS 
According to legislation (HB 3826) passed by the Texas Legislature during their past session, there have been 

changes made in college admission requirements to Texas public four-year colleges effective for this yearôs senior 

class. Those changes are: 

 

Top 10 percent: In addition to the top 10% rank requirement, eligibility for automatic admission will include the 

requirements that an applicant: 

¶ Has completed the curriculum for the distinguished level of achievement under the Foundation Plan.  

¶ Demonstrates college readiness benchmarks on the ACT or SAT 

o ACT ï English 18, Reading 22, Math 22 and Science 23  

o SAT ï Evidence-Based Reading and Writing 480 and Mathematics 530 

 

In addition to the above, an application must meet the college or universityôs deadlines and provide a high school 

transcript or diploma. 

 

Students who are not in the top 10 percent of their class are considered for college admission under other criteria.  

 

*University of Texas at Austin has admissions requirements as per SENATE BILL 175. 

UT not required to automatically admit more than 75% of available Texas spaces  

UT must announce automatic percentile by September 15 to Junior Class (automatic admission for top 6% for the 

Class of 2020)  

Students can be admitted Summer or Fall 

 

Additional information regarding UT admissions is available at http://bealonghorn.utexas.edu/freshmen/   

 

Confer with your guidance counselor or the college and career counselor if you have any questions or need help with 

admissions requirement. 

http://bealonghorn.utexas.edu/freshmen/
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PARENT GUIDE TO THE ADMISSIONS PROCESS 
 

1. Relax - Your son or daughter will thank you. Much of the stress that parents feel in the admissions process is self-

induced. Choosing colleges, applying, getting admitted, and deciding where to enroll isn't easy. There's a lot of work 

involved, and it's drawn out over a long period of time. The best way to avoid stress is to plan slowly and deliberately, 

using a calendar that builds in an ample cushion for time-sensitive endeavors. 

 

2. Make a plan-of-action calendar and stick to it! Together with your son or daughter and his or her college 

counselor, construct an outline for the entire college admissions process, from initial browsing for information to 

deciding where to attend. Create an itinerary for visiting colleges and gathering your financial information for filing aid 

forms. Post the calendar in a handy location, touching base periodically with your child to monitor progress. 

 

3. Plan for admissions tests. In this competitive admissions environment, standardized tests are becoming 

increasingly important. In addition to the SAT and ACT, the most important college admissions tests, there are other 

exams students should consider. The PSAT not only helps students practice for the SAT, it allows them to qualify for 

National Merit scholarships. The SAT subject tests are necessary for admissions to many competitive colleges; 

student should take each subject test immediately after they finish the class. 

 

4. Do not contact college admissions offices for your child. Colleges track the contacts they have with 

prospective students and applicants. It doesn't look good if the college has spoken with you and has never had any 

contact with your child, the actual applicant. (Sounds like Mrs. Smith really wants to come here!) 

 

5. Keep a record of everything. Set up file folders for each college to which your child is applying. Keep all 

correspondence within these folders. Document phone calls as well - always get the names and 

titles of those with whom you have had contact. Quick and comprehensive access to all pertinent 

materials will pay off in the long run. 

 

6. File all financial aid forms as soon as possible in October. Do all tax forms promptly so 

you can complete the required financial aid applications? Have your taxes ready to be filed so 

that you can complete the FAFSA as soon as possible. Funds are disbursed until depleted, so it 

pays to apply for your FAFSA early. Plan on attending the Financial Aid Night in October! 

 

7. Be on the lookout for scholarship opportunities for your son or daughter. Many employers, social clubs, and 

religious organizations offer scholarships. Be sure to check with these organizations early, before your child's senior 

year. A lot of these programs have selection calendars that do not mesh with the college admissions calendar. Don't 

miss out due to lack of awareness. The list is updated as we receive new scholarship information. Be sure to sign up 

to the Remind texts that will be sent. Also, check the counselorôs web page for information about scholarships.  Finally, 

be sure to sign your child up for the goingmerry.com scholarship search website. 

 

8. Visit your child's top college options. If you can, visit all of the colleges where your child is applying. There is no 

substitute for a campus visit. And never stick strictly to a "packaged" admissions visit consisting of an information 

session/interview and a slide show or tour. Balance the experience by lunching on your own in the dining hall and 

browsing around campus. When you visit colleges, make sure that you allow enough time on campus for your son or 

daughter to explore on his or her own. You might find this the perfect time to meet with a financial aid officer. 
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9. Be aware of the application process. Most colleges now have their application for admission on their website and 

students must apply online. Have your student sign up for an Application Help Session in the College and Career 

Center if help is needed. 

 

10. Remember that you're not going to college; your child is. There's 

no doubt that you should have some say in the matter, just remember to 

keep it in perspective. Parental input should focus on the mechanics of 

making a choice, not on the choice itself. Be frank and direct about any 

absolutes, such as financial limitations, but be low-key and reserved about 

the characteristics you think they want in a college. Remember that this will 

be your childôs college experience, not yours. 

 

 

 

HOW TO PAY FOR COLLEGE 

 
**Every college and university in the US now has its own online net price 

calculator, a tool that allows prospective students and parents to discover 

what higher education might actually cost them.  Look for it on the college 

website, usually on the financial aid page.  

 

The cost of attending college is increasing each year. However, there are various ways you can cut the cost of 

college. While in high school, students can and should do the following: 

 

Be well prepared for the college curriculum. Even after a student gains acceptance at a college or university, the 

school can require the student take developmental or remedial courses. In order to take remedial courses, the student 

must pay regular tuition but the courses do not count toward degree programs. 

 

Take advanced placement courses and exams. A student can earn credit while in high school and avoid paying 

tuition and other fees and living costs. Information regarding the AP credit policy at various colleges and institutions 

can be found at: http://www.collegeboard.org  

 

Explore career options. Most college students change majors several times during their college career. Oftentimes, 

coursework taken will not count in the new major. 

 

Enroll in dual credit classes. Dual credit classes count for both college and high school credit. Oftentimes, the 

student does not have to pay full tuition and fees at the college for the dual credit class. Students should be aware 

there are test requirements that students must either take or be exempted from before college courses may be taken. 

 

Consider financial aid options. Most financial aid is based on financial need, but considerable amounts go to merit 

scholarships as well. is awarded to students each year. The middle of your junior year in high school is a good time to 

start asking about financial aid. One of your best sources of information is the financial aid office at the college you 

wish to attend. 

 

http://www.collegeboard.org/
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Research programs that finance your education. Look for organizations that will pay for your college education in 

return for service. This includes Teach America, US Health Service Corps, Nurses Corps, US National Guard, and 

ROTC. 

 

Scholarships- Money awarded that does not have to be repaid.  They may be awarded for GPS, test scores, 

community service, and athletic or other ability. It often requires students to keep a specific GPA in college to retain 

the scholarship.  Apply early! Most are very competitive. Beware of scholarship scam companies that contact you 

to come to a local meeting to find out more about scholarships.  Typically, if the scholarship requires a fee to apply, 

then itôs a scam! 

 

Please Note:  STUDENTS are responsible for making sure scholarship applications are postmarked and/or received 

by the organization offering the scholarship by the designated deadline. 

 

Restrictions and Conditions of the Awards: Look carefully at the things you must do to keep your scholarship, such 

as maintaining a specific GPA and/or taking a certain number of class hours. 

 

1. Institutional scholarships are awarded by the college/university and are based on ACT/SAT scores and GPA.  

They are only good at the awarding institution.  Completing an admission application is often all a student 

needs to do to apply for these scholarships; however, some colleges/universities will have a separate 

scholarship application to complete. 

2. Private scholarships are also awarded by the college/university and are often dependent on a studentôs major 

of study.  Private scholarships usually require a separate application and the application procedure can vary 

between institutions. The deadline for private scholarships is usually later than institutional scholarships, and it 

is helpful to submit a student resume when you apply. 

3. National-Many national organizations award scholarships.  Examples include Coca-Cola, Wal-Mart, Burger 

King, Wendyôs and Modern Woodman. This is not all of them. Many go unclaimed each year.  Internet 

searches are a great source for national scholarships as is www.goingmerry.com , www.fastweb.com and 

www.fundmyfuture.info. 

 

Scholarship Tips 

1. Remember, I will email or text any announcements of scholarship opportunities that comes across my 

desk. They may also be found in the announcements. 

2. The more scholarship applications you complete and submit, the better chance you have getting 

money--so get it done! Even if you have almost all of your college paid, continue to apply for 

scholarships. Thatôs more money that you can use on other necessities. 

3. Keep a journal/jog of all of your activities (see forms in the back of the packet). You will likely be asked 

for this information when applying for scholarships, and it makes it easier if you have everything written 

down in one place for your reference. 

4. FOLLOW DIRECTIONS!  There have been many scholarships denied for not following directions. If 

you are told to use black ink, use black ink! 

5. If a scholarship requires letters of recommendation, request those letters at least two weeks in advance 

(see form in packet). Go to the teacher that you are requesting to write a letter for you and give them 

the request form as well as a student resume (see examples in packet). 

6. Deadline means deadline! Pay attention to deadlines and make sure your application is in on time! 

 

 

 

 

http://www.goingmerry.com/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.fundmyfuture.info/
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Federal Aid    
What is the FAFSA? 

The Free Application Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is required to apply for federal student aid, such as federal grants, 

loans and work study.  It also is used to apply for most state and college aid as well as some private financial aid. 

 

What do you need to apply for the FAFSA? 

ǒ You will need these documents: 

ǒ Your social security number and driverôs license number 

ǒ Your parentsô social security number and their date of birth 

ǒ Taxes completed for the prior year including W-2 forms for yourself and for your parents 

ǒ Records of untaxed income such as Social Security benefits, TANF benefits 

ǒ Information on savings, investments and business and farm assets for yourself and your parents 

 

What happens after I submit the application? 

You will get a Student Aid Report (SAR) by email (or regular mail if no email).  The colleges that you listed on your 

FAFSA will also receive a copy of your information.  Your SAR will include your ñExpected Family Contributionò (EFC). 

Your college uses the EFC to determine the amount of federal grants, loans and work study youôre eligible to receive.  

If your application is incomplete, your SAR will display any issues that need to be resolved.  Make any necessary 

corrections on the FAFSA website. 

 

TYPES OF FINANCIAL AID 

 

There are many different types of financial aid available to students and their families. Some are need-based, some 

are based on academic performance, and others are tied to a studentôs or familyôs ability to borrow. Not all colleges 

and universities participate in all programs. 

 

Exemptions 

 Exemptions are a type of financial assistance allowing some Texas residents to attend a public college or university in 

Texas without paying tuition or, in some cases, tuition and fees. 

 

Examples of exemptions include:  

¶ Exemption for Highest Ranking High School Graduate 

¶ Exemption for Peace Officers Disabled in the Line of Duty  

¶ Adopted Students Formerly in Foster or Other Residential Careô Foster Care Students 

¶ Additional programs and information are available at www.collegefortexans  

 

State and Federal Grants and Scholarships 

State and federal grants and scholarships provide financial aid that does not have to be repaid. Some 

grants and scholarships require the student to maintain a certain grade point average (GPA) to take 

certain courses. 

 

Many grants are awarded on the basis of financial need. Examples of state, federal grants, and 

scholarships include: 

¶ Federal PELL Grant 

¶ Vocational Nursing Scholarships 

Private and Corporate Grants and Scholarships 

Private and Corporate Grants and Scholarships provide financial aid that does not have to be repaid. 

http://www.collegefortexans/
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Some grants and scholarships require the student to maintain a certain grade point average or take 

certain courses. Most grants are awarded on basis of financial need. 

 

Examples of Private and Corporate Grants and Scholarships available to students include: 

¶ Best Buy Scholarship 

¶ Ag Day Essay Contest 

¶ Teagle Scholarship 

¶ Coca Cola Scholars Program 

 

Institutional Grants and Scholarships 

Institutional Grants and Scholarships provide financial aid that does not have to be repaid. Some grants 

and scholarships require the student to maintain a certain grade point average or take certain courses. 

Most grants are awarded on the basis of financial need. 

 

Examples of Institutional Grants and Scholarships programs available to students at Texas colleges 

and universities include: 

¶ Texas A&M University Merit Scholarships 

¶ Terry Scholarship 

¶ Midwestern State University Tuition Grant for First-Generation Students 

¶ Texas Tech University Grant 

 

Loans 

Loans refer to financial aid that must be repaid. Examples of loans include: 

¶ Texas B-on-Time Student Loan Program 

¶ Consolidation Loans 

¶ Perkins Loan 

¶ Federal Family Education Loan Program: Subsidized Stafford Loan 

¶ Federal Family Education Loan Program: Unsubsidized Stafford Loan 

 

Loan Forgiveness Programs 

Financial aid for individuals who agree to perform certain work or services after completing college. 

 

Examples of Loan Forgiveness include: 

¶ Texas B-On-Time Student Loan Program 

¶ Federal Teacher Loan Forgiveness Program 

 

Loan Repayment Programs 

Repayment of college loans for individuals employed in certain fields. 

 

Examples of Loan Repayments include: 

¶ Teach for Texas Loan Repayment Assistance Program 

¶ BHPR: Nursing Education Loan Repayment Program 

 

 

Work-Study Programs 

Jobs (usually on campus) that are offered by the college to help students pay for tuition or other 

college costs. Work-study jobs are awarded based on financial need. 
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MYTHS ABOUT PAYING FOR COLLEGE 

 
There is a lot of misinformation about what type of aid is available and who is eligible. 

 

College is just too expensive for our family. 

A college education is more affordable than people think, especially when you consider that college 

graduates earn an average of $1 million more over the span of their careers than high school graduates. 

There are some expensive schools, but high tuition is not a requirement for a good education. 

 

Thereôs less aid available than there used to be. 

Financial aid has risen to record levels. About two-thirds of full-time students receive some form of aid. 

Approximately 38 percent of financial aid dollars awarded to undergraduates are in the form of federal 

loans, and the rest are grants, scholarships, federal work study, and tax credits. 

 

My familyôs income is too high to qualify for aid. 

Aid is intended to make a college education available for students of families in many financial situations. 

College financial aid administrators often take into account not only income but also other family members 

in college, home mortgage costs, and other factors. 

My parents saved for college, so we wonôt qualify for aid. 

Saving for college is always a good idea. Some of your college financial aid package is likely to include 

loans, so if your family tucked away money, that could mean that you have fewer loans to repay. Having 

college funds saved will not make you ineligible for aid if you need it. A familyôs share of college costs is 

based mostly on income, not assets such as savings. 

 

Iôm not a straight-A student, so I wonôt get aid. 

Itôs true that many scholarships reward merit, but most federal aid is based on financial need and does 

not consider grades. Remember, if you do receive need-based aid, you must remain in good academic 

standing to renew your aid annually. 

 

Private schools are out of reach for my family. 

Experts recommend deferring cost considerations until late in the college-selection process. Your most 

important consideration is to find a school that meets your academic, career, and personal needs. In fact, 

you might have a better chance of receiving aid from a private school. Private colleges often offer more 

financial aid to attract students from every income level. Higher college expenses also mean a better 

chance of demonstrating financial need. 

 

There are some out of state colleges that allow you to go for in state tuition. 

In state tuition is granted for state residents, not out of state residents. However, some colleges award 

Nonresident Scholarships for students who meet certain academic criteria. Colleges may also waive out 

of state tuition for certain scholarship recipients. It is a good idea to check with the college you plan to 

attend regarding nonresident scholarship requirements. 

 

College Counseling Sourcebook 2015, Copyright 2015 by College Entrance Examination Board. All rights reserved. Permission 

granted to copy this for educational purposes. 
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AVOIDING SCHOLARSHIP SCAMS 
 

Scholarship scams have been around for years. According to the Federal Trade Commission, if you hear these lines 

from a scholarship service, you may be getting duped: 

 

Come to our free seminar. 

Free financial aid seminars or ñinterviewsò may provide some useful information, but often they are disguised sales 

pitches for professional companies with escalating prices for each meeting or service. 

 

You canôt get this information anywhere else. 

There are many free lists of scholarships. Spend the time, not the money. 

 

 

May I have your credit card or bank account number to hold this scholarship?  

You should not have to pay anything to get a scholarship. 

 

We do all the work. 

Donôt be fooled. You still must apply for scholarships and grants yourself. 

 

There is a small application fee. 

Never invest more than the cost of a postage stamp to get information. 

 

Youôve been selected by a ñnational foundationò to receive a scholarship or ñYouôre a finalistò 

in a contest you never entered. 

This is simply a ploy for more information in order to sell a program. 

 

The scholarship is guaranteed or your money back. 

No one can guarantee that they will get you a scholarship. 

 

 

FINANCIAL AID GLOSSARY 
 

Award Letter: A means of notifying students of the assistance the college/university has offered. The letter 

describes the type(s) and amount(s) of aid, and lists specific information on the studentôs responsibilities 

and the conditions that govern the award. 
 

Cost of Attendance (also known as the cost of education or budget): The studentôs cost of attendance, 

covering not only tuition and fees (including loan fees), books, and supplies, but also the studentôs living 

expensed while attending school. The cost of  

attendance is estimated by the school, Within  

guidelines established by federal regulations. The  

difference between the cost of attendance and the  

studentôs expected family contribution determines the studentôs need for financial aid. 
 

Expected Family Contribution (EFC): The total amount students and their families are expected to pay toward 

college costs, from their income and assets, for one academic year. The amount is derived from a need analysis of the 

familyôs financial circumstances. The Federal Methodology is used to determine a studentôs eligibility for federal and 

state student aid. Colleges and private aid programs may use a different method to determine eligibility for nonfederal 

financial aid. 
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FAFSA on the WEB: An electronic option for completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid at 

www.fafsa.gov. 

 

Financial Need: The amount by which your familyôs contribution falls short of covering your expenses. Assessments 

of need may differ, depending on the need-analysis method used. The Federal 

Methodology is used to determine the studentôs eligibility for federal and state financial aid. 

 

 

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA): A form completed by all applicants for federal aid. The 

FAFSA is available on the Web at www.fafsa.gov. There is no charge to students for completing the 

FAFSA. Forms may be filed any time after October 1 of the year for which the student is a graduating senior. 

 

Need-Analysis Form: The starting point in applying for financial aid. Students must file the FAFSA to 

apply for federal financial aid programs. For many colleges, FAFSA may be the only need-analysis form 

a student must file. For other school, particularly private colleges, additional forms may be required. 

 

Need-Based Financial Aid: Financial aid (scholarships, grants, loans, or work-study opportunities) given to 

students who have demonstrated financial need, calculated by subtracting the studentôs expected family 

contribution from a collegeôs total cost. 

 

Need-Blind Admissions: The policy of determining college admissions without regard to a studentôs financial need or 

financial aid status. 

 

Need-Conscious Admissions: A policy that considers financial aid status for at least some of its applicants in making 

admission decisions. 

 

Parentôs Contribution: The amount the studentôs family is expected to pay toward college costs from its income and 

assets. The parentsô contribution and the studentôs contribution together constitute the total family contribution, which, 

when subtracted from the college expense budget, equals financial need. 

 

Student Aid Report (SAR): A report produced by the Department of Education and sent to students who have filed 

the FAFSA. The SAR contains information the student provided on the FAFSA as well as the federally calculated 

result, which the financial aid office will use in determining the studentôs eligibility for a Pell Grant and other federal 

student aid programs. 

 

Work-Study: An arrangement by which a student combines employment and college study. The employment may be 

an integral part of the academic program (as in cooperative education or internships) or simply a means of paying for 

college. 

The Common Application 

Applying to college is a tedious and often stressful process for students and their parents. In addition to finishing their 
last year of high school, teens may also be juggling the SAT or ACT, college tours if available and applications for 
numerous schools. 

The Common Application, which is accepted by more than 900 schools, including some colleges located outside the 
U.S., helps streamline one essential part of the admissions process for students. 

 

http://www.fafsa.gov/
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/articles/act-vs-sat-how-to-decide-which-test-to-take
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/right-school/tours
https://www.commonapp.org/explore/
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Common App 2020-2021 Essay Prompts 

 

1. Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent so meaningful they believe their application would 
be incomplete without it.  If this sounds like you, please share your story. 
 
2.  The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to later success. Recount a time when you 
faced a challenge, setback, or failure. How did it affect you, and what did you learn from the experience? 
 
3. Reflect on a time when you questioned or challenged a belief or idea. What prompted your thinking? What was the 
outcome? 
 
пΦ 5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǎƻƭǾŜŘ ƻǊ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎƻƭǾŜΦ Lǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΣ ŀ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ 
query, an ethical dilemma τ anything of personal importance, no matter the scale. Explain its significance to you and 
what steps you took or could be taken to identify a solution. 
 
5. Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked a period of personal growth and a new 
understanding of yourself or others. 
 
6. Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so engaging it makes you lose all track of time. Why does it captivate 
you? What or who do you turn to when you want to learn more? 
 
7. Share an essay on any topic of your choice. It Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƻƴŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴΣ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘǎ ǘƻ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ 
prompt, or one of your own design. 
 

ApplyTexas 
 

ApplyTexas was created through a collaborative effort between the Texas Higher Education Coordinating 
Board and the colleges and universities represented on the site. Apply for admission to any Texas public 
university, as well as to participating community and private colleges. 

 
ApplyTexas Essay Prompts A, B and C 

For U.S. Freshman and International Freshman Applications 
For inclusion in ApplyTexas applications for the 2021-2022  

 
Essay A: Tell us your story. What unique opportunities or challenges have you experienced throughout your high 
school career that have shaped who you are today?  
 
Essay B: Most students have an identity, an interest, or a talent that defines them in an essential way. Tell us about 
yourself.  
 

9ǎǎŀȅ /Υ ¸ƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ǘƛŎƪŜǘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘ ς Where will you go? What will you do? What will happen when you get 

there? 
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Helpful Websites 

 
Scholarship Search Engines 

 
www.goingmerry.com -We are a free scholarship and financial aid platform. 

Personalized matching. Thousands of scholarships. 

 

www.myscholly.com free personalized scholarship search engine 

 

https://lendedu.com/blog/scholarships/  

 

https://uncf.org/scholarships United Negro College Fund $varies depending on scholarship 

HS Senior, must be a minority, must have completed FAFSA  Deadline: varies by scholarship 

 

www.StudentScholarships.org  Studentscholarships.org- scholarship programs that will give out more than 

900 individual scholarship awards during the 2019-2020 school year!  

 

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search Find scholarships, other financial aid and internships from 

more than 2,200 programs, totaling nearly $6 billion. 

 

www.fastweb.com 

 

https://www.unigo.com/ 

 

https://www.discover.com/student-loans/college-

planning/scholarships/search?acmpgn=E_EAW_CSEM_BM_X_BMHS14 Search 3 million scholarships worth 

more than $18 billion. No registration required. 

 

https://www.imagine-america.org/students/scholarships-education/highschoolscholarships/ This is a site for those 

choosing to go into technical fields.  

 

https://www.chegg.com/scholarships 

 

http://www.supercollege.com/ 

 

 

Always check the Counselorôs webpage and watch your email to get more scholarship info! 

 

CHECK IN THE BACK OF THE PACKET FOR ACT/SAT TEST PREP WEBSITES AND 

APPS! 

 

 

http://www.goingmerry.com/
http://www.myscholly.com/
https://lendedu.com/blog/scholarships/
https://uncf.org/scholarships
http://www.studentscholarships.org/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search
http://www.fastweb.com/
https://www.unigo.com/
https://www.discover.com/student-loans/college-planning/scholarships/search?acmpgn=E_EAW_CSEM_BM_X_BMHS14
https://www.discover.com/student-loans/college-planning/scholarships/search?acmpgn=E_EAW_CSEM_BM_X_BMHS14
https://www.imagine-america.org/students/scholarships-education/highschoolscholarships/
https://www.chegg.com/scholarships
http://www.supercollege.com/
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Senior Class- College Day Permission Form 
Seniors may take two (2) college days during the senior year with prior permission.  

 Parent and counselor signatures must be obtained at least 3 days before your college day. 

 

Instructions: 

1. Fill out top portion of this form (name, college, date of visit, and obtain parentôs signature) before 
your college day. (Parent permission still needed for 18-year-old students) 

2. Return to the counselor for her signature (she needs a copy) before your college day. 
3. Call the college to make an appointment with admissions and financial aid. 
4. Get signature(s) and documentation at your college visit. 
5. Return this form to the front office upon your return to NDHS. 
6. Failure to follow these steps in order and by deadlines will result in an unexcused absence.  

 

Seniorôs Name:  ________________________________________ 

 

Date of college day absence: ______________________________ 

 

College to be visited: _____________________________________ 

 

Parentôs signature:  _______________________________________ 

 

Counselorôs (or principalôs) signature: ________________________ 

 
Date signed by counselor: _________________ Date Copy Sent to Attendance to Premark ___________________  

 

 
( Do Not Cut or separate) 

 

Verification of College Day Visit 

Please have college counselor or administrator sign or stamp and date this form to verify your college visit.  

The completed form must be submitted to the attendance clerk in the front office at NDHS upon your return 

to school. 

 

Name of College:  __________________________________     Date of Visit:   _______________ 

 

College Repôs Signature:  _________________________________________________________ 

 

Title or Office: __________________________________________________________________ 

New Diana High School      Phone: 903-663-8001 

11826 State Hwy 154 East      Fax:      903-663-2200 

Diana, TX 75640 
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Senior Class- College Day Permission Form 
Seniors may take two (2) college days during the senior year with prior permission.  

 Parent and counselor signatures must be obtained at least 3 days before your college day. 

 

Instructions: 

1. Fill out top portion of this form (name, college, date of visit, and obtain parentôs signature) before 
your college day. (Parent permission still needed for 18 year old students) 

2. Return to the counselor for her signature (she needs a copy) before your college day. 
3. Call the college to make an appointment with admissions and financial aid. 
4. Get signature(s) and documentation at your college visit. 
5. Return this form to the front office upon your return to NDHS. 
6. Failure to follow these steps in order and by deadlines will result in an unexcused absence.  

 

Seniorôs Name:  ________________________________________ 

 

Date of college day absence: ______________________________ 

 

College to be visited: _____________________________________ 

 

Parentôs signature:  _______________________________________ 

 

Counselorôs (or principalôs) signature: ________________________ 

 
Date signed by counselor: _________________ Date Copy Sent to Attendance to Premark ___________________  

 

 
( Do Not Cut or separate) 

 

Verification of College Day Visit 

Please have college counselor or administrator sign or stamp and date this form to verify your college visit.  

The completed form must be submitted to the attendance clerk in the front office at NDHS upon your return 

to school. 

 

Name of College:  __________________________________     Date of Visit:   _______________ 

 

College Repôs Signature:  _________________________________________________________ 

 

Title or Office: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

New Diana High School        Phone: 903-663-8001 

11826 State Hwy 154 East        Fax:      903-663-2200 

Diana, TX 75640 
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New Diana High School 

 

Activities Sheet 

 
           ____________________________                ____________________________           ____________________________  

                            Last Name                                     First Name                                        Middle Name 

 

                                                 

Awards and Honors: 

Award Reason for Award Year 

received 

Example ï Principalôs Honor 

Roll 

Receiving a 3.5 GPA or above. Cumulative GPA 

3.71 

2015-2018 

   

   

   

   

   

 

Athletics: 

Team Years Position/Leadership Role 

Example - Lawndale Girls Varsity Volleyball 

Team 

2015 -2018 Varsity Captain 

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

 

Extracurricular Activities: Any involvement with clubs/organizations (either in or out of school). 

Organization/Club Years/Grades Involved Position/Leadership Role/ Honors 

Example - Spanish Club 2015-2018/9,10,11 Secretary 
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Community Service: 

1. Please list all your community service hours completed.  

Job/Volunteer Name of 

establishment 

Years Total Hours Description 

EXAMPLE-

Volunteer 

Playa Vista Beach  2012 - Present 10 Beach clean up with my 

classmates. 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

 

 

Work Experience: 

Employer Dates Job Title/Position  

 

Duties 

    

    

    

 

 

 

The above information is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge. 

 

_________________________________________    ___________________ 

Signature          Date 
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New Diana High School 

Brag Sheet/Recommendation Form 

 

Please fill out this form as accurately and completely as possible. Donôt be afraid to ñbragò about yourself a little. Your 

counselor, teachers, coaches, mentors, and supervisors will use this information to recommend you for scholarships, 

college admissions, college fly-in/summer programs, and other honors/awards. You may attach a separate sheet of 

paper and/or résumé if you like. Feel free to attach your personal insight questions as well. Letters of Recommendation 

need to be requested 2-3 weeks in advance.  

 

____________________________  ____________________________ ____________________________  

Last name         First name        Middle name 

____________________________  ____________________________ ____________________________  

Date of birth           Home phone     Email     

 

_________________________________________________ ________________________________________________ 

Name of parent/guardian     Name of parent/guardian 

 

Who do you live with:    ( ) Father       ( ) Step-father       ( ) Mother       ( ) Step-mother  

( ) Grandfather    ( ) Grandmother    ( ) Aunt    ( ) Uncle    ( ) Legal Guardians    ( ) Others__________________  

 

_______________________________________________      _________________________________________________ 

Father/Guardian Place of Employment               Mother/Guardian Place of Employment 

 

Has your mother, father or grandparents been in the military:      ( ) Army      ( ) Navy    

( ) Air Force         ( ) Marines         ( ) Coast Guard 

 

 

Are you from a single parent family?  ( ) Yes   ( ) No      

 

 

List siblings/age:       1__________________________________          2_________________________________        

3______________________________ 4_____________________________     5_____________________________           

 

List 5 adjectives that describe you and explain why. 

1) 

2) 

3) 

4) 

5) 

 

What do you consider your personal strongest asset and why? 

 

 

 

 

Describe your goals and aspirations for the future. 

 

 

Where do you see yourself in 5 years from now? 
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Where do you see yourself in 10 years from now? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tell me about an incident/situation that reveals something about your personality. Be specific.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Career Goals: What do you want to do when you grow up? 

1)____________________________ 2)____________________________ 3)____________________________ 

 

List the college and universities you are planning to apply to and have already applied.  

College/University Planning/Applied Major 

Example - UCSB Applied Sociology 

Example ï LMU Planning Business 

   

   

   

   

   

Explain how you make an impact at school or in the community. 

 

 

 

What sets you apart from your classmates/peers who have similar grades? (Include any special talents, interests, 

strengths or passions). 

 

 

 

Evaluate yourself, consider intellectual motivation, work ethic and ability to work under pressure. Is your academic 

record a true indicator of your potential?  

 

 

 

Broader context in which we should consider your performance and involvements? Some examples of broader contexts 

include particularities of family situation or responsibilities, after-school work obligations, sibling childcare or other 

circumstances, either positive or negative. 

 

 

 

 

What have been the most significant experiences in your life? 
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What have been the greatest challenges in your life (hurdles you have overcome)? 

 

 

 

Awards and Honors: 

Award Reason for Award Year 

received 

Example ï Principalôs Honor 

Roll 

Receiving a 3.5 GPA or above. Cumulative GPA 

3.71 

2015-2018 

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

Athletics: 

Sports Years Position/Leadership Role 

Example - Lawndale Girls Varsity Volleyball 

Team 

2015 -2018 Varsity Captain 

   

   

   

   

 

Are you planning to play a sport in college/university? If yes, please indicate the sport. 

College/University Sport + NAIA or NCAA 

  

  

 

 

Extracurricular Activities: Any involvement with clubs/organizations (either in or out of school).  

Organization/Club Years/Grades  Position/Leadership Role/ Honors 

Example - Spanish Club 2015-2018/9,10,11 Secretary 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

 

Work Experience: 

Employer Dates Job Title/Position  

 

Duties 
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Is there anything else you would like for someone writing a letter of recommendation to know about you? (Hardships 

you have overcome; accomplishments you are particularly proud of, if you have any special circumstances, concerns for 

financial need, parent out of work, a large family, a brother/sister already in college, large medical bills and that you are 

the first in the family to attend college.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attach a copy of your transcript.  

Optional: attach a print out of your SAT, SAT subjects or ACT scores. (If applicable). 

 

If any information changes during the year, please update your recommenders. 

 

The above information is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge. 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________    ___________________ 

Signature          Date 
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Teacher Recommendation Request 
 

 

Studentôs Name ____________________________ DOB _________Todayôs Date _________________ 

Studentôs Email ______________________________Studentôs Contact Number ___________________ 

Teacherôs Name ______________________________ Course with this Teacher ___________________ 

 

Thank you so much for agreeing to write this letter of recommendation for me.  I asked you because I think 

you are a teacher who knows me well and who can accurately evaluate my potential for academic success 

in college.  This information may be helpful to you as you write the recommendation. 

 

1.  I think my academic strengths are: 

A. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

C. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. I think my personal strengths are: 

A. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. I am considering the following college majors becauseé 

A. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Some of the things I want the college admission/scholarship committee to know about meé 

A. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

D. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. The specific things I hope you discuss in this letter 

A. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What I remember most about your classé 

A. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. ________________________________________________________________________________ 
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7. Additional information that might be helpfulé 

(Students:  You may attach a resume to this form if you wish. However, remember that the teacher recommendation 

will focus on you as a student in this teacherôs classroom.) 

These are the schools I am applying to thus far.  I have attached any teacher recommendation forms they 

require, as well as stamped and addressed envelopes. 

 

 

Name and address of school or email address of admission office 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Again, thank you.  I know this is a big time commitment, and I appreciate your help. 
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College Application Tracking 
 

College Deadline Transcript 
Sent 

Test 
Scores 
Sent 

Recommendations 
Sent 

Financial 
Aid Forms 
Submitted 

Application 
Sent 

Visited 
Campus 
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Community Service Hours 

Log Form 
 

Student Name ____________________________________ Graduation Date ___________________ 

 

The student must submit a proposal to the Community Service Contact at the school site before beginning any project. 

It is the responsibility of the student to keep the actual record of the hours of service performed. A parent/guardian 

cannot represent as a service agency.  

 

Date Hours 
Served 

Organization Served Community 
Service Location 

Service Agency 
Phone Number 

*Signature of Service 
Agency Contact 

     Print/Sign 

     Print/Sign 

     Print/Sign 

     Print/Sign 

     Print/Sign 

     Print/Sign 

     Print/Sign 

     Print/Sign 

     Print/Sign 

     Print/Sign 

     Print/Sign 

     Print/Sign 

I agree that I have performed the above hours.                                             TOTAL HOURS: 

 

Please describe what you have learned from your community service experience. 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________  _____________ 

Student Signature          Date 

 

______________________________________________________  _____________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature         Date 
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Miscellaneous Information to help you 

with your future planning 
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STEP BY STEP: COLLEGE AWARENESS AND PLANNING: LATE HIGH SCHOOL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

College Visit Checklist 

 

 City State Size Tuition  Room/Board      Financial Aid Options 

 

Admissions Contact 
 Name Email Phone 

 

To-Do Checklist  Rate It 

 Talk to professors  Talk to students  On a scale of 1-5, 5 being the 
best, rate the following: 

 Visit the library  Visit student housing People _____ 

 Tour campus  Read bulletin boards Social Life _____ 

 Sit in on a class  Check out recreational 
facilities 

Classrooms  _____ 

 Eat at a cafeteria  Check out student 
activities 

Residence Halls  _____ 

 Talk to an admissions 
counselor 

 Tour the city around 
campus 

Town  _____ 

 Read the college 
newspaper 

 Eat at an off-campus 
student hang-out 

Campus  _____ 

 Check out the computer 
labs 

 Picture yourself living 
there 

Food  _____ 

Ask a Student  

 
 

What is the best part about this college? 

 

What is the worst part about this college? 

 

What is a typical day like? 

 

What do the students do on the weekends? 

 

How are the classes structured? 

 

Why did you choose the college? 

The Best Part About My Visit 

 

 

 

 

The Worst Part About My Visit 
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How Students and Parents Can Prepare to  

Complete Their FAFSA 

Taking the guesswork out of financial aid  

 

The FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) is used to apply for financial aid for collegeðthis includes grants, scholarships, 

loans, and more. Most families qualify for some form of financial aid, so you will  likely benefit from submitting the application. 

Completing the form can be quite a process, however, and time is of the essence. Therefore, starting early can alleviate some of your 

frustration. It will  also help to know what you can do to prepare. With this in mind, letôs look at three steps to get ready to fill  out your 

FAFSA: 

1. Know your deadlines 

The FAFSA federal deadline for the 2016-2017 school year is June 30, 2017. Also, check deadlines both for your state financial aid 

programs and for the individual colleges to which you have applied. In this area, the qualified early birds catch the worms. Most schools 

and many states do not have unlimited funds to grant to incoming students, and aid can dwindle down as the start of classes approaches. 

Adjust your schedule so that you can submit your FAFSA as soon as possible to secure the best available financial aid that applies to 

you. 

2. Gather your documents 

There are many records that you, as a family, should have available as you fill  out your FAFSA for the upcoming school year. These 

include driverôs license, income tax returns, current bank statements, and more. 

These documents may take some time to locate, so carve out space in your calendar to search for them. For families who donôt think 

theyôll have their tax forms ready on time, you can use estimates from the previous yearôs tax forms and later adjust the amounts on the 

FAFSA. This is one of the most popular and significant changes that has been recently made to the process. 

Also, you will  need to create a FSA ID, which is a username and password required for accessing your online information on the 

FAFSA. You can create an FSA ID at any time on the Federal Student Aid website. 

3. Schedule time to fill  out the FAFSA 

Avoid procrastination when completing the actual form on the FAFSA website. Decide who will  be a part of the process and plan plenty 

of time for your team to sit down and work on the form together. If  adequately prepared, it shouldnôt take you all that long to enter all of 

the necessary information. 

Completing the FAFSA can be a lengthy processðon top of applying to college in the first placeðbut it doesnôt have to be a difficult  

one. Follow the steps above to get prepared. And donôt forget to start early! The faster you finish, the faster you can return to enjoying 

the last few months before college actually starts, possibly with some extra money in your account. 

Mahlena-Rae Johnson is a professional tutor and contributing writer with Varsity Tutors, a live learning platform that connects students 
with personalized instruction to accelerate academic achievement. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.varsitytutors.com/
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